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contempt for considerations of party that he himself
had laid aside: " We are not party men here : the
League of Nations is not an International of parties but
of peoples.". , . " One single European nation," he
continued, "has made the dramatic gesture, and
declared itself ready for complete disarmament."
And the ghost of Russia hovered on the horizon and
flung a pallid terror upon the assembly. Then
Briand conjured up the slumbering fear of the mighty
organising capacity of German industry, of the crea-
tive genius of the nation, that would make it possible
for the instruments of peace to be quickly transformed
into the tools of war. Even the demand for the pro-
tection of minorities which the Chancellor had put
forward was pitilessly shattered. He reminded his
audience that before the war hundreds of millions of
men had lived as minorities, and that there had been no
League of Nations to take care of them. The question
of minorities must not be used to split the structure of
governments and wreck the peace. " You must not,"
he said, "leave the way open for secret intrigues,
~vhich, disguised as high morality, may shake the
afety of the world."

Btiand's outburst fell like a thunderstorm upon the
leads of the German delegation. Mtiller turned quite
phite as he listened, and a faint pallor stole over even
Schubert's ruddy countenance. Old Count Apponyi,
dio was rather hard of hearing, had got up from his
>lace and sat down near the German delegation so as
o be better able to hear Briand's speech. The aged
xistocrat was sitting beside the Socialist representa-
ives of the German Reich, and was fully exposed to
he storm of Briand's attack. From time to time a